
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

 

 

Delavan United Methodist Church 

213 S. Second Street 

Delavan WI 53115 

(262) 728-3644 

 

JANUARY 2019 TOWER 

 

                

 

 

COMING EVENTS: 

Saturday, January 26 

8:00-10:00 a.m. 

Men’s Club Old Fashioned  

Country Breakfast 
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Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m. 
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DELAVAN UMC CHURCH STAFF 

 

Pastor: Maribel Celiz   Home: (262)  725-6315 

E-mail: maribel.mariz@icloud.com  Cell: (608) 289-6308 

Secretary: Jeanne Esch   Home: (262) 725-6555 

E-mail: delavanumcwi@gmail.com  Cell: (262) 374-8191 

Custodian: Paul Esch   Home: (262) 725-6555 

      Cell: (262) 745-2885 

Organist: Jo Ann Rivas   Home: (608) 756-3596 

E-mail: jrivasmusic3450@outlook.com 

Sunday School Superintendent:   Cell: (262) 949-5091 

Leslie Pelnar  E-mail: lesliepelnar@gmail.com 

Bishop: Hee-Soo Jung   Office: (608) 837-8526 

SE District Superintendent: 

Rev. Forrest Wells    Office: (414) 271-5080 

Mission Statement 
We strive to love God with open hearts, minds and souls, and  

to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Vision Statement 
The people of Delavan United Methodist Church are committed to 

deepening our understanding, living, and sharing of our faith by 

worshiping God and reaching out to member of the community 

regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, gender or economic status, 

sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. The people of the 

United Methodist Church  

 

Live the Fruit of the Spirit. 
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We wish God’s blessings to 
those of you celebrating a 
birthday in January. Please 
notify the church office of any 
additions or corrections. 

 

Darcy Brick       1/2 

Mary Ann Holt      1/5 

Gail Thompson      1/6 

Frank Jones       1/8 

Kylene Yartey      1/8 

Charlotte Holt      1/15 

Jeanette Boss      1/17 

Jean Pippitt       1/17 

Don Branton       1/21 

Barb Foster       1/25 

Reese Pelnar       1/17 

Ed Foster       1/18 

Jeff Neiger       1/31 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Angel 
Tree Program. This year we 
served 14 children. This is a 
wonderful project and we 
appreciate your support!  

     The Outreach Team 
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Thank you to everyone who 

donated toward our 

poinsettias for the sanctuary.  

They were beautiful! 

 
Joe & Phyllis Almburg in memory of their parents, 

Blanche & Lud Almburg and Emery & Betty Meeker. 

Anita Ryan in memory of Howard L. Ryan 

Anna Borchardt in memory of Erven Borchardt. 

Jo Ann Rivas in memory of loved ones. 

Anonymous Donor in honor of Jim & Evelyn Charles. 

Van & Pat Brown Sr. in memory of their son, Van Brown, Jr. 

Christine Anding in memory of Gordon & Angie Zoerb. 

Joyce Francis in memory of John H. Francis  

and Sylvia Francis. 

Marvin & Jeanette Boss in memory of their son. 

Maxine Peters in memory of Jerry Peters. 

Ruth Breidenstein in memory of Beauford Breidenstein. 

Linda Lemmen in memory of Edward Lemmen. 

Don & Jean Hummel in memory of their parents, 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Paddock, and Mr. & Mrs. Ray Hummel. 

Franklin & Joan Jones in honor of Joan’s mother,  

Evelyn Nelson. 

Anonymous Donor in honor of Pastor Maribel. 

The Duesterbeck Family in memory of Dennis Duesterbeck, 

Glen Holman, Lorena Holman, Mark Holman & Lee Holman. 

Richard Martin in memory of Patricia Martin. 
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JANUARY UMW SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

General Meeting: Saturday, January 5, 2019 at 8:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy breakfast with the Men’s Club. The 

general meeting will follow in the church library. 

Read’Em & Meet: Monday, January 28 at 5:00 p.m. at Culver’s. 

Cheryl Wolfe will provide the book review. 

Stewardship Moment – Our Faith in Action: 

In Genesis 1: 9-10, God gathered the waters and let dry land 

appear … he saw that it was good. In the Methodist Social 

Principles and the Book of Resolutions, we are encouraged to 

think of water as a sacred gift from God that should be available to 

all, not as a commodity to be sold and denied those who are needy 

and thirsty. Studies show that 780 million people lack access to 

safe, clean water. Over 1900 children die every day from diseases 

related to lack of clean water and sanitation. The average 

American uses 100 gallons of water a day compared to 50 gallons 

for Europe and 2.5 gallons in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Water is a plentiful resource in Wisconsin. Safe water is another 

matter. Ground water is being contaminated by chemicals from 

factories and waste from mega-industrial farms. Lakes are being 

polluted by fertilizers and sewage. Tell elected officials that we all 

need clean water; lend your support to legislation that protects 

wetlands, rivers and lakes.  

On a personal level, be aware of how you can save water: turn off 

the tap when you brush your teeth, take shorter showers, and fix 

water leaks in your home. Being good stewards of the earth can 

begin with small steps. Thank God for the blessing of water and 

consider how you can be a better steward of this priceless gift. 
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FACING OUR FUTURE:  

BISHOP JUNG’S NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 

 

Modern day Christian believers sometimes miss the fact that Jesus 

was a product of his society, his culture, and his upbringing. The 

young man Jesus became owed much to his heritage and upbringing 

(and yes, of course, his nature had much to do with it as well). Few 

of Jesus’ teachings were new to Jesus. It was his method of teaching, 

his audience, and his radical inclusiveness that made his messages so 

powerful and unforgettable. But, Jesus was a very Jewish teacher 

who had obviously been brought up right. It’s a shame we don’t 

have the stories of Jesus growing up (apart from the one incident in 

the temple when Jesus was 12 years old). It could be a great comfort 

to have insight into all the things that contributed to Jesus 

becoming the man he did. Even the nature of God, if ignored or 

abused, could have been channeled in a variety of different ways. It 

would be nice to better understand the influence Mary and Joseph 

had on Jesus. In big and small ways, we all influence and affect 

others. Every choice we make in our relationships has immense 

potential power – for good or for ill. We speak often of the impact 

faith in Jesus Christ makes on our lives, but even the best of us fall 

short of living up to the standards we set for our discipleship. We 

need help. We need God. We need each other. At the new year, it 

is quite normal to look ahead, to think about the days to come, and 

to long for a better tomorrow. Wanting a nicer, safer, kinder future 

is a noble wish, but God expects so much more from us. It is not 

enough to want, to wish, or even to pray. We must act, and we 

must act together. We must treat one another as we would treat the 

blessed Christ child. And to the extent we are successful, God’s will 

is done, and the wondrous work of transforming the world occurs. 

How glorious it is when we face our future together!  11 

 

 POINSETTIAS (con’t)  

 

Carole Colombe in memory of Irene & Lyle Morgan. 

John, Martha, Tyler & Natalie Behlman, 

in memory of Don & Alice Behlman. 

Ellie & Lois Lee in memory of Clarence and Madora Bellman 

and in memory of Bill & Pearl Lee. 

Gene & Marlys Gallup in memory of Art & Mabel Gallup. 

Julia Meredith in memory of Richard Meredith. 

Natalie Behlman in honor of John & Martha Behlman. 

Jim Aldinger  in memory of Marilyn Aldinger. 

Jean Pippitt in honor of Jo Ann Rivas & Michelle Smith. 

 

A very big THANK YOU to all the guys in the 

Men’s Club for their very generous Christmas gift.  

Thank you to everyone who brought in goodies and 

gifts.  You all make me feel very special, valued and 

appreciated. I am honored to work for such 

awesome people!   Jeanne 
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Thanks to the congregation for their generous donations to 

the Sunday School program through our children’s book 

sale; thanks to the adults (and children) who helped set up 

and sell the books.  We sold 53 books, which totaled $230 

for our Sunday School. Special thanks to Joy Nelson for so 

generously donating the books! 



Thanks to everyone that helped or donated food for Breakfast 

with Santa! Special thanks to our Santa, Jeff Neiger, and Jack 

Pelnar as Santa’s elf helper. 
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Pastor Maribel’s 
Page 

 
Happy New Year! 

 

Greetings to the family and 

friends of Delavan UMC: 

 

2018 is behind us and 2019 lies ahead. With all my heart I wish 

you rich blessings and all the best for the new year. May each one 

of you experience the Lord in many diverse ways! May all of us 

begin the new year with great trust in the Lord. 

 

Thank you to all of you who dedicated your time and effort to 

accomplish our church goals for 2018. Many thanks to all the 

church committees and volunteers for your commitment, time, 

and effort in seeing our church moving forward. What a blessing 

you all have been to our church and community. We were able to 

do great things, but now what we were able to accomplish is in the 

past, stays in the past. Now we need to look forward and see what 

God has in store for us in the new year. 

 

Philippians 3:13, “Brothers and sisters, I myself don’t think I’ve 

reached it, but I do this one thing: I forget about the things behind 

me and reach out for the things ahead of me.” We know we can 

walk confidently into a new year because God has promised in 

Psalm One that when we live God’s way, we will prosper! 

 

I look forward to where God will lead us next year, and how God 

will use us. May God give you the desires of your heart and make 

all your plans succeed. 

 

      Pastor Maribel 
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2019 Warm Mission Trip – August 12-16 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Chatham, IL 

 

The MMDC works with UMCOR to serve communities 

devastated by fires and natural disasters especially in the 

Midwest and globally. Work days will be Tuesday-

Thursday from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Whatever your 

talent or preference, they have something for you to do: 

Cutting, ironing, sewing, lawn and grounds maintenance, 

painting, raking, mowing, sorting/counting, packing 

health kits, school bags, and more.   

 

If you’re interested in helping, the initial reservation fee of 

$25 must be received asap. Registration forms and details 

can be found on the bulletin board in the hallway by the 

kitchen.  
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THANK YOU BAKERS AND EVERYONE! 

 WOW! We had an amazing selection of Christmas   
goodies this year! You bakers outdid yourselves! The  
profits show it too – we made over $1300 as compared 
to $1100 last year and just over $1000 in 2016.   

Without all of you contributing in some manner, this  
very popular event could not happen. Special thank  
you to the Edmunds for the extra time and effort they  
put in. Thank you so much to those who helped with 
the sale on Saturday. This is always one of the most fun 
events that our Fundraising Team does – everyone 
working and buying are in the best of spirits. Mark your 
calendars for the 2019 Cookie Walk - Saturday, 
December 21st!   The Fundraising Team 
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Food Pantry Needs 

Thanks to everyone for their support of our Pantry. If 

you would like to help, here are just a few of the items 

needed: 

Canned Meat Canned Soup/Stew Sugar 

Tuna Helper  Hamburger Helper Flour 

Cereal/Oatmeal Pancake Mix & Syrup Ketchup 

Ramen Noodles Boxed Potatoes  Mustard 

Canned Fruit Mac ‘n Cheese  Salt/Pepper 

Paper Products 



COUNCIL NOTES 

Council met December 19, 2018 

 

 Cathy reported that the Finance Committee did not have a 

meeting in December; and the info from November was 

unchanged. 

 Pastor Maribel informed us that she is to meet with the SE 

District Superintendent on January 2, 2019 to continue 

conversations about combining our two congregations. 

 Pastor is starting a Children’s Ministry Sunday, January 6 at 

1:00 p.m.  It will meet on Sundays for the next 3 months with 

children from both congregations invited. It will include 

games, food & gifts. A youth field trip to Intents Inflatables 

Indoor Fun Center in Burlington happened last week with good 

results. Following an evaluation, the Children’s Ministry may 

be moved to the regular Sunday school hour. She also plans to 

re-start the Youth Group with a field trip on Friday, Dec. 28th. 

Confirmation classes will re-start with the Youth Group on 

Friday, January 25th at 6:00 p.m. She is waiting for a response 

from the other congregations in our Circuit. 

 Pastor Maribel and the SPRC are talking to a candidate for the 

open Choir Director position. 

 Pastor was able to reserve two food stand spots for next year’s 

2-day Cinco de Mayo at a cost of $150 per spot in Phoenix 

Park. She is hoping to offer a spiced roast beef dish called 

Birria that is not easy to find in these parts. Proceeds would 

benefit the Children’s Ministry. 

 Jim, as head of Trustees, met with Brad Deschner and two 

others about having a train show and soup lunch in the 

Fellowship Hall. Two-thirds of the space would be for the 

lunch and one third for the train layouts.  

 Jim set up a camera to discourage dumping in and around our 

dumpster – so far it is working. More cameras are being 

ordered. 
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COUNCIL NOTES (con’t) 
 

 A pump on the boiler seized and was repaired by Jim and Don 

Edmunds and new parts were ordered to complete the job. 

Thanks to Jim and Don for taking care of this costly repair 

themselves, saving hundreds of dollars for our church. Jim 

mentioned that he and the SPRC chair are now overdue in 

doing a walk-through of the parsonage and his report was to be 

filed by December 15. 

 For the Fundraising Team, Cathy discussed the new Soup 

Lunch fundraiser in the Fellowship Hall Saturday & Sunday, 

March 9-10 during the Delavan Train Show. She is expecting 

to serve 450 each day out of the 5-6,000 who usually attend. 

 Mary Rima reported that we had a very successful Cookie 

Walk this year with the proceeds reaching $1304, the highest in 

years. 

 Great job on the Christmas Pageant Sunday School Kids & 

Teachers! 

 Chris reported for UMW that a Community Dinner will take 

place Monday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall with 

the Homeless Shelter men attending it and our Christmas Eve 

worship at 7 p.m. The first UMW meeting of 2019 will be a 

joint breakfast meeting with the Men’s Club, Sat. Jan. 5 at 8:00 

a.m. Pastor Maribel will be speaking on the Prayer Initiative. 

The 2019 UMW Program Book will come out in January. 

Starting in January, please contact Jean Pippitt for Prayer 

Chain and UMW information. 

 Van reported that the Food Pantry has $243 in the Feeding 

America account. A total of $545 was raised at the Breakfast 

with Santa on Dec. 8th. Our food pantry has been serving 30-40 

families per week. We need more help at the Food Pantry! 

 Council needs a new Recording Secretary. Chris Anding 

volunteered, and was voted in by the Board. 

 Our next meeting is Weds. Jan. 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the Church 

Library. 
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