Delavan United Methodist Church
213 S. Second Street
Delavan WI 53115 (262) 728-3644

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FEBRUARY 2018 TOWER

Delavan United Methodist Church
213 S. Second Street
Delavan WI 53115

THE TOWER
February 2018
Ash Wednesday, February 14
Lent Devotion & Soup Luncheon
12:05 p.m.
Devotion held in the Sanctuary
Lunch in the Fellowship Hall
Ash Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
Lent Devotions and Luncheons will be held each Wednesday
in Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday through March 21st.
See inside for details!

Join us for worship Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:15 a.m.
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Website: www.delavanumcwi.org
E-mail: delavanumcwi@gmail.com

DELAVAN UMC CHURCH STAFF
We wish God’s blessings to those of
you celebrating a birthday or
anniversary in February. Please
notify the church office of any
additions or corrections.
Jeff Demet
Katie Harrington
Scout Pelnar
Andrea Borchardt
Jamie Pehkonen
Larry Maize
Erica Reddy
Jerry Mahlum
Renee Yartey
Joe Almburg Sr.
Julia Meredith
Joyce Davis
Joan Jones
Jim Holt
Trisha Pellmann
Gracie Yartey
Jim Aldinger
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2/18
2/23
2/23
2/24
2/24
2/25
2/28

Dick & Julia Meredith
Van & Pat Brown

Pastor:
Maribel Celiz
E-mail: Maribel.mariz@icloud.com

Home: (262) 725-6315
Cell: (608) 289-6308

Secretary:
Jeanne Esch
E-mail: delavanumcwi@gmail.com

Home: (262) 725-6555
Cell: (262) 374-8191

Custodian:

Home: (262) 725-6555
Cell: (262) 745-2885

Paul Esch

Music Director: Michelle Smith
E-mail: chellesmith70@yahoo.com

Cell:

(608) 689-8128

Organist:
Jo Ann Rivas
E-mail: jrivasmusic3450@outlook.com

Home: (608) 756-3596

Sunday School Superintendent:
Cell: (262) 949-5091
Leslie Pelnar
E-mail: lesliepelnar@gmail.com
Bishop:

Hee-Soo Jung

Office: (608) 837-8526

SE District Superintendent:
Deborah Thompson

Office: (414) 271-5080

Mission Statement
We strive to love God with open hearts, minds and souls, and
to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Vision Statement
The people of Delavan United Methodist Church are committed to
deepening our understanding, living, and sharing of our faith by
worshiping God and reaching out to member of the community
regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, gender or economic status,
sexual orientation, mental or physical ability. The people of the
United Methodist Church
Live the Fruit of the Spirit.

2/14
2/17

Food Pantry Sunday is February 25th.
All donations are very much appreciated.
Thank you for your support!
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We will have our 5-week Lent Devotion and Luncheon
beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 14th at noon.
We’ll have a 10-15 minute Devotion in the sanctuary
and then go down to the Fellowship Hall for a soup
lunch. Five other churches will be participating:
February 14:
February 21:
February 28:
March 7:
March 14:
March 21:

Delavan UMC
Creek Road Community Church
First Baptist Church
St. Andrew’s Catholic Church
Delavan United Congregational Church
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church

The luncheon will consist of homemade soup, bread,
cookies & bars, and beverage. A free will offering will
be taken to benefit local charities. If you would like to
sign-up to bring soup for Ash Wednesday (a vegetarian
soup is needed), or cookies and bars for any other
Wednesday, please sign up on the sheet on the back
table in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office at
728-3644.

Please join us for Ash
Wednesday worship at
7:00 p.m. on February 14,
2018.
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DID YOU KNOW ABOUT DEACONESSES IN WISCONSIN?

A big THANK YOU to my “Donut Lady”
Cheryl Davis-Campbell, for bringing me
fresh donuts from the Darien UMC when
they have their donut day. For those of
you who don’t know – Darien UMC makes
fresh donuts for sale once a month (on
the 3rd Thursday of each month from 8-10
a.m.) They’re delish!
Jeanne

The idea of having Deaconesses serve the educational and medical needs of
the poor started in Europe in the 1830’s. Lucy Rider Meyer started a school
in Chicago in 1885 that graduated its first students in 2 years. She also
started a home for Deaconesses to live in and train as they worked. Alma
Matthews was one of them who greeted immigrants in NYC in the 1880’s1920’s and took care of the women in her home, helping them learn English
and train for a job. Later American Deaconesses worked with miner’s wives
in Appalachia and taught them how to care for their husbands when they
got hurt, to plan financially and maintain their homes. Modern deaconesses
pay for their own training, and are paid by the agency they work for – such
as a school, hospital, social service agency, fire station, or church.

If you’re interested in knowing more about climate change,
there is a new, good, informative book on the UMW
reading cart in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings.
It’s titled “Hospitable Planet” by Jurovics. It explains
climate change and gives us ideas on how to reverse it.
UMW has many interesting books to check out – simply
sign the card in the back of the book and leave it on the
cart.

The UMW is looking for crafts for the Craft Bazaar
at the Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, April 18th. If
you have crafts you would be willing to donate,
please contact Chris Anding at 607-1386.
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Judy Vasby from Cambridge Willerup UMC spoke to the UMW on Saturday,
January 13th about her work as the only active Deaconess in Wisconsin. She
is appointed to be the Coordinator of Caring Ministries for her church
serving the elderly and ill of her congregation, being a team leader for an
after school Bible club called “Awana”, liaison to the food pantry and
leading a sing-along at an assisted living facility. Judy has Bible studies with
women inmates from the Jefferson County Jail, visiting some of these
women after they were sent to Taycheedah and Milwaukee women’s
prisons. She saw a need for prison reform and has joined WISDOM, a social
justice group interested in decreasing mass incarceration and parole
revocations and improving prison conditions. Judy is an uncompensated
Deaconess by choice due to retirement income.
Judy explains that Deaconesses need to have a spiritual call and a deaconess
heart for service. She did child care after disaster relief, assisted with flood
recovery in southern Wisconsin in 2008 and helped the UMC handle and
allocate $2.5 million to those who had lost their homes and business and
planned to rebuild. She is under direction of her church’s SPRC and the
Wisconsin Conference, for which she keeps a log of hours for the year –
averaging 25-40 hours per week. Judy challenged all present to answer the
call should they receive it and join the wonderful dedicated women of the
UMC to serve as Deaconesses to further missions in their community
according to need. We are to go into the world to serve the world, in any
way we can.
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Pastor Maribel’s Page
As many of you know already this year
we will host Lent studies in our church.
This is a time of fasting and
repentance. It begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14th and ends on
Easter Sunday, April 1st. I hope that all of us take this opportunity to
participate and make this Lent season personal and meaningful.
You can start by setting your heart and mind on participating
and being open to a renewal. Begin reflecting on which areas in your
life need a change. Each one of us is different and what is meaningful
and refreshing for one might not be refreshing for another. Everyone
benefits from alone time. We all have a favorite spot for this. The
location and method is not important. Some of you might enjoy
resting and listening to quiet classical music. Others might enjoy going
for a walk in order to meditate. But we all need to find ways to relax,
refresh, and stimulate our mind. We all need to start anew. Lent gives
us that opportunity to reflect and search for personal wholeness. You
might also want to think about giving something up for Lent. To give
something up is to abandon a pleasurable habit as an act of devotion
and self-discipline.
Psalm 25: 4-6, 9-10. “Make your ways known to me, Lord;
teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth – teach it to me – because
you are the God who saves me. I put my hope in you all day long. Lord,
remember your compassion and faithful love – they are forever! God
guides the weak to justice, teaching them his way. All the Lord’s paths
are loving and faithful for those who keep his covenant and laws.”
Here are some ideas and questions to think about:
Go to a favorite quiet spot where you can retreat from your
immediate surroundings. Do you go there often enough?
What daily methods do you use as temporary getaways?
Make time to reflect, pray, and listen.
Pastor Maribel
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A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP JUNG

Rejoice, Give Thanks, and Sing

January 25, 2018

My brothers and sisters, thank you! Let us celebrate and sing,
rejoice and be glad. Together, we have done a wonderful thing!
Because of our commitment and generosity, lives have been
saved, people have been given hope, and the loving grace and
power of Jesus Christ have been shared around the world. God is
doing amazing things through us, and we should be joyful. Our
Wisconsin Conference paid its General Church apportionments
in full, 100% for 2017!
Many in our Church live under a myth about apportionments.
They feel these are administrative costs or pay insurance, or
overhead, or salary support. And while a very small portion does
go to these costs (less than 6%), the vast majority fund lifesaving, faith-rising, hope-giving mission and ministry locally,
denominationally, and globally. In Wisconsin we have camps and
campus ministries and mission teams funded through our
apportionments. We support health and welfare ministries,
young clergy education and development, clergy and laity
training, new congregational development, and a host of mercy
and justice ministries. Our Boards of Ordained and Lay
Ministries are funded. Local, jurisdictional, national and
international missions, ministry, projects, and programs are
supported.
(continued on next page)
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From the Bishop (continued)
Globally, we help the United Methodist Church be early on the
sport in times of natural disasters and human suffering. This past
year, Wisconsin was present in Mexico, Florida, Texas, Puerto
Rico, South Dakota, Haiti, Zimbabwe, and a host of other
locations around the world through our connectional and second
mile giving.
We are in partnership with many of our General Boards and
Agencies, and the ministries they carry out. We celebrate United
Methodist Committee on Relief, the General Boards of Global
Ministries, Church and Society, Pensions and Health Benefits and
others. We are connected to our General Council on Finance and
Administration, United Methodist Communications, Discipleship
Ministries, the Commissions on Archives and History, Religion
and Race, and the Status and Role of Women. We have been
richly blessed; and superbly resourced by many of these agencies.
We are in ministry together. I openly acknowledge that for many
of our churches it is a struggle to pay apportionments in full. It
has been a sacrificial struggle for the Conference to make
apportionment payments to the General Church a priority, as
well. But we know that there is no greater, or more faithful way
for us to be in ministry together than to celebrate our
connectional identity and recommit to our Wesleyan roots by
funding first the works of justice, mercy and truth. We may argue
over theology, and we may have vastly different understandings
of the meaning of scripture – we may even debate the structure
and future of the denomination, but what doesn’t change is our
commitment to be a witness for Christ in the world. That is what
paying apportionments is: our witness of the love and grace and
power of Christ in the world. When we all do our part, God
blesses us and the Holy Spirit works through us to do amazing
things.
Grace and Peace, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
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FEBRUARY EVENTS
Executive Meeting: Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. in
the church library.
General Meeting: Saturday, February 10, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Program will be “Social Injustice”. Speaker
will be Pastor Maribel Celiz. Valentine treats to be provided.
Please bring food items for the Food Pantry.
Read’em & Meet: Monday, February 26, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. at
Culver’s. Book report provided by ?
Social Action: VIP Services and Ride-Share Program
VIP Services was founded in 1971 providing services for
the disabled throughout Walworth County. Its mission is to
enable people with disabilities to be able to live independently
and be able to more fully participate in their communities. This is
done by providing disabled residents with training in
employment skills, by being included in the community, and use
of a “Wal-to-Wal Dial-a-Ride” program. At this time VIP serves
about 75 clients with a range of abilities and jobs in VIP’s work
center. The “Dial-a-Ride” program includes 37 vehicles and 45
drivers providing affordable transportation options for
Walworth County seniors, disabled citizens, and entry level
employees. Did you know seniors and the disabled in Walworth
County make up 22% of its population?
VIP Services is located at 811 E. Geneva St. Elkhorn and is
across from the High School. Phone is: 262-723-4043. Donations
and volunteer help is always appreciated. For transportation
needs call 723-4043 x161, Mon-Fri. from 6 a.m. – 5 p.m. For
more information about their many services, see their website:
www.vipservices-inc.org. (Delavan Enterprise, pg. 3, 12-28-17)
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